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Section I: Student Information (Key Element 1.A)

· Describe the student information that you feel will have the most impact on the way you plan and deliver instruction. 

	Important Student Information (Key Element 1.A)

	Factor

(e.g., gender, SES, reading levels)
	Description

(in terms of your students)
	Source(s) 

(if needed)

	Socio-economic Status
	Over 80% Free and Reduced Lunch
	Lunch Records

	Mathematics PASS Scores
	Of tested- 18 Not MET, 35 MET, 4 Exemplary
	PASS Data

	Gender     
	30 Male, 30 Female
	     

	Racial Diversity     
	54 African- American, 3 Caucasian,

3 Hispanic/Other
	     

	
	
	


· Reflect on the student information (Key Element 1.A): (1) Why do you feel that this student information is of primary importance, and (2) how did and will you use this student information to guide the development of your long- and short-range plans?

In my classroom, I teach four periods of mathematics with an average of 15 students per class.  The classes vary in ability, as the first two classes are classified as Honors classes.  These students performed “MET” or “EXEMPLARY” in all areas on the PASS test.  The following two classes have mixed ability students grouped together. This information is of importance because it shows that in my classroom, even amongst a large degree of similarity of SES and race, there is a large diversity in ability.  Regardless to the fact that 53 of my students are African- American and of these about 80% are eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch, the range in abilities is very wide spanning.  In my classroom, half of my students have “MET” proficiency scores on the 6th grade Mathematics PASS test.  This tells me that more than half of my students overall have mastered the knowledge and skills that were taught in the previous academic year.  The school has inclusion, and therefore, there are 10% of my students that are considered special education students.  Cooperative Learning strategies will be beneficial to the mixed ability grouped classes so that they are able to gain insight form one another and master all the objectives for the 6th grade mathematics course.  I will need to create innovative lessons that incorporate various learning strategies so that the diverse student abilities are targeted and aided. 
     
Section II: Long-Range Learning and/or Developmental Goals (Key Element 1.B)

· Describe the long-range learning/developmental goals that you have established for your students in the subject/course. 

	Long-Range Learning and/or Developmental Goals

(Key Element 1.B)

	80% of my students will meet, at least, "MET" proficiency on the PASS Test 

	80% Mastery of all objectives covered.

	Students will be able to find and explain the relevancy of studying Mathematics 

	Students will be able to apply mathematical knowledge and reasoning in both the real world and across multiple disciplines

	Students will be able to metacognitively assess the value of Mathematics

	Students will be able to strengthen and make connections between the 5 strands of Mathematics
1. How to add and subtract fractions.
2. How to determine the powers of 10
3. How to analyze numeric and algebraic patterns and pattern relationships
4. Apply order of operations.
5. How to compare rational numbers
6. How to use inverse operations.
7. How to apply strategies and procedures in geometry.
8. How to use proportions to determine unit rates.
9. How to use a scale to determine distance.
10. How to answer Higher Order Thinking Questions.
11. Classify pairs of angles.
12. Understand line and rotational symmetry.
13. Transform figures in the coordinate system.
14. Determine the area and circumference of a circle.
15. Classify shapes as similar.


· Reflect on the long-range learning and/or developmental goals (Key Element 1.B): Of the long-range learning and/or developmental goals you have established, which goals do you believe are the most important for all students to achieve, and why?

      Of the goals listed, the most important are that “Students will be able to find and explain the relevancy of studying “Mathematics” and “80% of my students will meet, at least, “MET” proficiency on the PASS Test”.  These two goals go together, with the first being the cause and the second being its overall effect.  Understanding that some students do not see the importance of the studying the mathematics and it direct impact in life, I must teach in a way that allows students to see 
Algebra, geometry, numbers and operations, data and statistics, and measurement outside of the confines of the textbook page.  This can be met by having lessons that are rigorous and relevant to students’ lives.  Once students see that math and the world today do impact each student individually, the students will desire to learn more, and as a result will meet the goal to have “80% of my students will meet “MET” proficiency on the PASS Test 80% mastery of the sixth grade indicators that will be covered.  This will all be because if 80% pass the PASS test then it will show that the highest majority of my students have achieved success.  If all of my students can find and explain relevancy of mathematics, it shows that all students have achieved success in a discipline that will follow the students for the rest of their lives.  
Section III: Rationale

Mathematics is a vital area in real life.  It is because fundamental mathematical principals must be mastered that I have planned lessons and activities for students that will help them put all mathematical content taught in class into practical, real life situations.  This is mastered by first, identifying and understanding my students’ interest and incorporating their interest into the lessons.  Planning is essential to the successful execution of a student-centered lesson.  The students will be motivated to complete tasks as they begin to make the connection between the material covered and their relevance to the students’ daily lives.  The motivational activities that will accompany every lesson will achieve such goal.  My students will be actively engaged in all lessons, as the lessons will contain each of the four learning modalities, as seen fit.  The students will have the opportunity to benefit from an array of instructional strategies that will be selected to ensure their comprehension and retention of the materials covered.  

Section IV: Instructional Units (Key Element 1.C)

· Describe the instructional units, in sequence, for this course. 

	Unit Topic or Description

(Key Element 1.C)
	Unit Length

(i.e., approximate number of lessons)

	6-2.6 Understand the relationship between ratio/rate and multiplication/division.
6-5.6 Use proportions to determine unit rates.
	
 5 Lessons
January 18-21, 2011     

	6-4.3 Generalize the relationship between line symmetry and rotational symmetry for two-dimensional shapes.
6-4.4 Construct two-dimensional shapes with line or rotational symmetry.
	4 Lessons
January 24-28, 2011

	6-4.5 Identify transformation(s) used to move a polygon from one location to another in the coordinate plane.
6-4.6 Explain how transformations affect the location of the original polygon in the coordinate system.
	5 Lessons
January 31-February 4, 2011     

	6-4.7 Compare the angles, side lengths, and perimeters of similar shapes.
6-4.8 Classify similar shapes.
6-4.9 Classify pairs of shapes as either complementary or supplementary.
	5 Lessons
February 7-11, 2011   

	6-5.1 Explain the relationships among the circumference, diameter, and radius of a circle.
6-5.2 Apply strategies and formulas with an approximation of pi to find the circumference and area of a circle.
	5 Lessons
February 14-18, 2011     

	6-5.3 Generate strategies to determine the surface area of a rectangular prism and a cylinder.
	4 Lessons
February 21-25, 2011     

	6-5.4 Apply strategies and procedures to estimate the perimeters and areas of irregular shapes.
	4 Lessons
February 28-March 4, 2011     

	6-5.5 Apply strategies and procedures of combining and subdividing to find the perimeters and areas of irregular shapes.
	4 Lessons

March 7-11, 2011


· Reflect on the instructional units (Key Element 1.C): How did you determine your instructional sequence and the amount of time to be spent on each unit of instruction?

     The instructional sequence was determined by using the s3 document, South Carolina System Instructional Guide/ South Carolina S3 Mathematics Curriculum, stated the content to be covered during each nine weeks period.    The amount of time was determined by following the South Carolina Pacing Guide for 6th grade.  The Pacing Guide was then broken into an instructional calendar for the academic semester.  Units that are the longest, 5 lessons, are not necessary more important than the shorter unit of 4 lessons.  Instead, knowledge based pre-testing has shown which units the students know the least about, and I have determined to spend extra lessons on those units to meet this lack of previous knowledge.  Some of the lessons will be extended or the content may be mastered before the prescribed time and therefore, the dates are just tentative.  
Section V: Assessment of Student Performance (Key Element 1.D)

· Describe (1) the major course assessments, (2) the evaluation criteria for the course, (3) the way(s) in which you will report overall student progress and achievement, and (4) your system for maintaining records of student progress and achievement for this course.
In order to assess my teaching of the standards, I will implement multiple formative and summative assessments throughout the semester.  For formative assessment, daily grades will be given based on participation to encourage students to actively seek involvement in class discussions.  These grades will serve to show students the importance of making the classroom a community of learners, instead of a class of only one speaker, the teacher.  Non-graded pretests will be given before several lessons in order to verify the results of a summative assessment at the end of a lesson or several lessons.  These formative grades will serve to show me where each of my students lie in active engagement of learning and seeking to better their selves in the classroom. 

Aside from participation, students will be graded on daily class assignments.  These assignments will consist of note taking and short quizzes, independent practice.  The purpose of recording these grades is to show students that not only completing the work is important, but also that students must place an emphasis on accuracy of information learned.  These grades will be out of 100, and will then be converted to the Orangeburg 5 district grading scale.  

At the end of the semester, students will be given a summative assessment in the form of a Benchmark Test.  These grades will be recorded as 25% as opposed to the class work being recorded as 15%.  This is due to the summative assessment accounting for more importance than a daily assignment.  Summative assessments, either a project or test, will encompass either one or multiple South Carolina Standards and indicators, depending on the depth of the Standard and indicator.  Projects will be created according to the lessons that are covered.  The teacher may incorporate art and media into mathematics as a special project, as it relates to mathematics.  Rubrics will be used when students are given projects.  The rubrics will list all criteria for the students to complete a successful project.  Post-tests will be written based upon the notes that are given and work that is completed for daily assignments.  These will be analyzed in detail to see if any trends exist in multiple students missing the same question due to poorly worded questions or assessing a question that was not taught.    
· Reflect on student performance (Key Element 1.D): (1) How did you determine that your major assessments are appropriate for evaluating student progress and achievement, and (2) What did or will you do to help your students and their parents understand (a) the evaluation criteria you have established for the course as well as (b) the reports they receive regarding the student’s overall progress and achievement in the course? 

     Assessments will be written within a team of multiple teachers to ensure that standardization of teaching and assessment has occurred.  These assessments are known as common assessments, and are given throughout the year.  Materials that I have not covered will not be assessed to my students, though I do take into account that some materials on the PASS may not have been covered explicitly, and therefore, students will need to make an educated decision on which answer of a selective-response assessment is correct.  Student’s grades will be returned to students in a timely manner and any test question that does not show accuracy will be discarded and not recorded.  Progress reports will be sent home to parents on a regular basis to ensure understanding of student achievement and shortcomings. I also let the students know, at least once per week, the assignments that they may have missed and tell them their average.  All reports will be explained to the students and on the course syllabus, which will be signed and returned by both students and parents.  The grading criteria and scale will be in-line with the Orangeburg 5 Middle School percentage scale.
I. Process for Evaluating Student Progress and Achievement

There will be several tests and quizzes given in a nine-week period.  The student will receive class work and homework that will be recorded.  Homework is assigned Monday-Thursday.  The students will be given Accelerated Math practice and test to reinforce the South Carolina Academic Standards taught previously.  The students will be given corrective feedback for both class work and homework.  

II. Process for Maintaining Student Records

The following procedures will be used to record student progress:

· Gradebook – All grades will be recorded in the computer, using PowerTeacher, as well as on paper.

· Student mathematics notebook – a binder will be kept by each student to record daily notes and returned class work and homework.

· Other reports – Report cards, notes home, and interim reports will also be a means of tracking students’ progress.

III. Classwork and Homework Policy
Each student is expected to complete any and all assignments.  Each assignment will be given the proper amount of time for completion.  Because of school policy, the student will receive, at minimum, a 50.

IV. Make-up Assignments

Make-up classwork will be given to students that were absent.  It is the responsibility of the student to make inquiries about the missed assignments and make arrangements to receive missed instruction.  Make-up test will be given with the proper excuse and students will complete the test during their exploratory class period or after school.

V. Grading Criteria

25% = Tests/Benchmarks (Includes teacher-made tests, end of the quarter tests, and/or End-of-Course exam)

10% = Homework

20% = Classwork/Daily Participation/Composition/Quizzes/Labs/Journals

15% = Notebooking

15% = Project(s)

15% = Quizzes

100% Total

VI. Orangeburg Consolidated School District 5 Uniform Grading Scale

A = 100 – 93 

B = 92 – 85 
C = 84 – 77

D = 76 – 70

F = 69 – 0

I = Incomplete

W = Withdrew

Section VI: Classroom Management (Key Element I.E)

· Describe your expectations for student behavior during instruction and during noninstructional routines. Write your description as though you were explaining these expectations to your students and their parents.


     
VII. Expectations for Classroom Success
Students are here to learn.

All students are expected to participate in ALL lessons and activities.

Each student should have all of the needed material

Young men

· All shirttails shall be tucked at all times.

· Belts must be worn when needed.

Young ladies

· All clothing should be fit properly and follow the dress code of the school.

· Hair should be done prior to entering the classroom.

VIII. Procedures for Non-instructional Routines

When the bell rings, the students will enter the classroom and take out their materials.  The students will ask classmates and/or the teacher for supplies, in the event that they leave them at home.  The students will not leave the classroom until the teacher dismisses them.  Prior to going to lunch, the students have to take out paper and pencil so that when they arrive, they can get started immediately.  The students then line up in an orderly fashion and the males and females are given the opportunity to stop at the restroom before lunch.
Gum, candy, toy and other physical distractions are not permitted.

The students will not be permitted to use the restroom during the first fifteen minutes of class or the latter fifteen minutes of class.  This is known as the 15-15 rule.  In the event of an emergency, the students will be permitted to use the restroom.
During school-wide assemblies, the students will line up in a straight line in the hallway.  The students will then be directed to the gymnasium and will we directed to a section of the bleachers to be seated.  The students will sit quietly and attentively throughout the assembly and will not cause or entertain any disruptions.

Students are expected to walk expeditiously and quietly throughout the halls.  The students are given three minutes to change classes.  The students are to line up beside the door of their classroom that they are to enter.  Students considered to be tardy will be given a mark on the PBIS log.

IX. Classroom Rules

My rules for this class are:

· Be there and be prepared- Have materials and work ready when class begins

· Live responsibly- Take ownership of all actions and work hard for success 

· Uphold Integrity- Be honest and show pride in your education 

· Earn and give respect- Don't disturb others in the classroom

My consequences for this class are:

· Student will be spoken with privately

· Infraction will be documented in a PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) log

· Parents will be contacted referring disciple

· Student will be referred to guidance

· Student will be given a disciplinary refraction- “Write Up”

I evoke the right to issue any of these consequences depending on the seriousness of the situation and frequency of the event occurring in class.  

I will take the following steps to minimize the occurrence of behavior problems in my classroom and to teach the core values of the school.  During my time at the school I will demonstrate and teach the rules to establish the positive behavior in the classroom.  These rules will be enforced and retaught as needed in order to maintain structure in the classroom.  Upon arriving to the class, the students had assigned seats.  I will rearrange student’s seats as I feel necessary, if any problems arise with students sitting near each other.  In the event that any student attempts to bully or disrespect another student, I will immediately pull the students involved out of the classroom and speak with them both privately.  Once I find out the extent of the bullying, I will send both to a grade principal for peer mediation or other disciplinary procedures.  I will not hesitate to contact parents and school administrators.  If any student feels that they are being bullied, this information will be carried to administrators as well.  Bullying will not be tolerated in my classroom.  
X. Communicating with Parent

I will communicate with parents through phone calls, letters, student agendas, and conferences throughout the year.  There will be several opportunities for the parents to visit the school.  Each semester, the parents will attend fun events such as Family Math and Science Night.  I will send interim reports, along with a phone call, and have parent-teacher conferences after report cards are completed.

· Reflect on classroom management (Key Element 1.E): What are the most important considerations in managing the classroom to maximize instructional time, and why do you believe them to be important?

The most important consideration is that students must be taught to follow the regular daily routines of my classroom and the teacher must be prepared to teach from bell to bell.  Once students walk into my room, they are to understand that learning has already begun.  The “Fantastic Five” exercise will be on the board and this will help students recall previously taught information, which they will see again on the PASS Test.  Many of the standards covered are addressed in the Fantastic Fives as we cover them.  From this moment onward, to the very end when students will turn in their “Closure” activity, all students will stay on task.  If the teacher has not prepared to teach for every minute in the classroom then the students will not know what to do and will act out to fill the void of time.  Together, students and the teacher being on task, more instructional time will be available throughout the academic year. 
Section VII: Additional Teacher Comments (optional)

XI. Instructional Materials and Resources
The following materials and resources will be needed to meet the goals for my class for the 2010-2011 school year.

1. Computer

2. Laptop

3. Promethean Board and Pen

4. Lumens Document Camera

5. Holt McDougal Mathematics Course 1

6. South Carolina Support System Instructional Guide; South Carolina S3 Mathematics Curriculum

7. Notebook
8. Pencils

9. Color Pencils*

10. GeoBoards*

11. DryErase Markers*

12. Mini DryErase Boards*

13. Manipulatives*

14. Paint*

15. Die cut letters and geometric figures*
16. Dice*

* supplies will be distributed to the students by the teacher as needed.

Other materials will be announced in advance for special projects.

XII. Evaluating and Adjusting Long-Range Plans

Adjustments to the Long-Range Plan will be made as needed.
